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FOREWORD FROM

BRETT
EASTMAN

Hello Reynoldsburg UMC!
This is almost becoming a habit! I just want to tell you what a joy it
has been for my Lifetogether team and me to work with you and
your pastor, Jeff Greenway, on yet another significant small group
study. As we see what God is doing through these campaigns in
your church (and many others), we are encouraged in our vision
for the transformation of congregations through lives connecting
in small groups.
As you begin your ALL IN experience, I hope you have already
developed an ALL IN view of your life as a follower of Jesus. It’s
important to “count the cost,” but it’s crucial to take up your
cross daily and say to Jesus, “Where to, Lord? I’m ALL IN.” When
you’re ALL IN, where you have to go and what you have to carry
get forgotten as you keep your eyes on Who you’re following.
This is a very important season for your church family. You are
being invited to come to the very edge of yourself—where your
ability ends—to trust God—and take a step of faith into the future
God has for you. This journey is intended to grow your faith,
deepen your discipleship, and expand your capacity to live
generously. I am confident that what you are being invited to do
is in the center of God’s will for you.
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Hebrews 12:1-2 says,
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God.”
I can’t wait to hear all that God is going to do through this ALL IN study!
Let me tell you that your Pastor is ALL IN. If you haven’t noticed it yet,
Pastor Jeff is committed to making disciples and seeing those disciples
grow up as disciple-makers themselves. The effort that he is putting into
these studies is a reflection of the commitment he has to the ministry
among you. Pray for him always, and particularly during this series. It’s
one of the ways you can be ALL IN.
Again, it is a great joy to come alongside you as a church and watch God
at work. I can tell you that we have witnessed a great deal of evidence
that when it comes to what He’s doing in and through Reynoldsburg
UMC, God doesn’t hesitate to say, “I’m ALL IN!”
ALL IN with you,
Brett Eastman
President and Founder
Lifetogether
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INTRODUCTION FROM

PASTOR
JEFF
Welcome to ALL IN!

I can remember being fascinated with the high-diving platform at the
local YMCA when I was a kid. It was probably 10 meters high—but it
looked like it was one hundred feet above the water. I had learned to
swim in that pool—easily passing the test which gave me permission
to swim in the deep end—and to dive off the diving board and diving
platform. I was capable of swimming in the deep end—and even jumped
off and eventually dove from the diving board—but I was terrified of the
platform. It was too high.
Each time I climbed to the top, I lost my nerve and went back down the
same way I climbed up. It was humiliating. Then one day, I went to the
edge of myself—and took a step. It seemed to take forever to hit the
water, but the fall was exhilarating. I spent the rest of that day climbing
up the ladder—jumping off the edge—swimming to the side—and running
to get in line to climb the ladder again. I LOVED it—but that feeling
did not develop until I came to the edge of myself—took a step—and
went ALL IN.
Life is full of ALL IN moments—moments when we come to the edge of
ourselves and what we have known to that point—we take a deep breath
and step into the promise of what comes next. Marriage—parenting—a
job—a relationship—a decision—a purchase—are all examples of times
when we go ALL IN to what comes next.
During this study, we will be challenging each other to take another
step in growing our faith as followers of Jesus Christ. Each week, we
will be exploring the question: “When it comes to my faith in Jesus—am
I a consumer—or a follower?” When we accept Jesus, He does all kinds
of amazing things in our lives—forgives our sin, gives us a new life filled
with hope, often delivers us from harmful habits and saves or restores
broken relationships.
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If we are not careful, we can think of our relationship with Jesus in terms
of what we get out of it—as consumers. The time comes in each of our
lives, however, when Jesus asks us to do something for Him which will
probably cost us something—and that is often the place where we make
the transition from being a consumer to being a follower of Jesus. It’s the
time when we go ALL IN to what Jesus calls us as His followers.
There comes a time in each of our lives, when our faith gets stretched—
where we come to the end of ourselves and have to take a step—and that
is the place where faith is grown when we step past our own abilities and
skills—and see what God can do when we yield our lives and resources
to Him. That is the story of David when he took his sling and five smooth
stones to take on Goliath—and Noah when he listened to the voice of God
and began to build an ark—and Moses when he took his staff in hand and
told Pharaoh to let God’s people go—and the little boy who gave the five
barley loaves and two small fish that Jesus used to feed 5,000. Faith is like
that—it only grows when we come to the edge of ourselves and take a step
forward—trusting in God.
I am excited to see what the next six weeks holds for us as individuals
and as a congregation. ALL IN is the most consequential thing I have ever
called a congregation to do—and the steps we take in these days will
determine the trajectory of our lives for years to come.
I am honored to be your pastor!

Pastor Jeff Greenway
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USING THIS WORKBOOK
TOOLS TO HELP YOU HAVE A GREAT SMALL GROUP
EXPERIENCE!

Notice in the Table of Contents there are three sections:
(1) Sessions; (2) Appendices; and (3) Small Group Hosts.
Familiarize yourself with the Appendices. Some of them will
be used in the sessions themselves.
If you are facilitating/hosting or co-hosting a small group,
the section “Small Group Hosts” will give you some
experiences of others that will encourage you and help
you avoid many common obstacles to effective small
group leadership.
Use this workbook as a guide, not a straightjacket. If the
group responds to the lesson in an unexpected but honest
way, go with that. If you think of a better question than
the next one in the lesson, ask it. Take to heart the insights
included in the “Frequently Asked Questions” pages and the
“Small Group Hosts” section.
Enjoy your small group experience.
Pray before each session—for your group members, for your
time together, for wisdom and insights.
Read the “Outline for Each Session” on the next pages so
that you understand how the sessions will flow.
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OUTLINE OF EACH SESSION
A typical group session for the ALL IN study will include the
following sections. Read through this outline to get a clear
idea of how each group meeting will be structured:
WEEKLY MEMORY VERSES. Each session begins with a

Memory Verse that emphasizes an important truth from the
session. This is an optional exercise, but we believe that
memorizing Scripture can be a vital part of filling our minds
with God’s will for our lives. We encourage you to give this
important habit a try. The verses for our six sessions are
also listed in the Appendices.
INTRODUCTION. Each lesson opens with a brief thought
that will help you prepare for the session and get you
thinking about the particular subject you will explore with
your group. Make it a practice to read these before the
session. You may want to have the group read them aloud.
SHARE YOUR STORY. The foundation for spiritual growth
is an intimate connection with God and His family. You
build that connection by sharing your story with a few
people who really know you and who earn your trust.
This section includes some simple questions to initiate
discussion—letting you share as much or as little of your
story as you feel comfortable doing. Each session typically
offers you two options. You can get to know your whole
group by using the icebreaker question(s), or you can
check in with one or two group members, for a deeper
connection and encouragement in your spiritual journey.
HEAR GOD’S STORY. In this section, you’ll read the Bible
and listen to teaching, in order to hear God’s story—and
begin to see how His story aligns with yours. When the
study directs you to, you’ll start the video and watch a
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short teaching segment. You’ll then have an opportunity to read
a passage of Scripture, and discuss both the teaching and the
text. You won’t focus on accumulating information but on how
you should live in light of the Word of God. We want to help you
apply the insights from Scripture practically and creatively, from
your heart as well as your head. At the end of the day, allowing the
timeless truths from God’s Word to transform our lives in Christ
should be your greatest aim.
STUDY NOTES. This brief section provides additional commentary,
background or insights on the passage you’ll study in the “Hear God’s
Story” section.
CREATE A NEW STORY. God wants you to be a part of His
Kingdom—to weave your story into His. That will mean change.
It will require you to go His way rather than your own. This won’t
happen overnight, but it should happen steadily. By making small,
simple choices, we can begin to change our direction. This is where
the Bible’s instructions to “be doers of the Word, not just hearers”
(James 1:22) comes into play. Many people skip over this aspect of
the Christian life because it’s scary, relationally awkward, or simply
too much work for their busy schedules. But Jesus wanted all of
His disciples to know Him personally, carry out His commands, and
help outsiders connect with Him. This doesn’t necessarily mean
preaching on street corners. It could mean welcoming newcomers,
hosting a short-term group in your home, or walking through this
study with a friend. In this study, you’ll have an opportunity to go
beyond Bible study to biblical living. This section will also have
a question or two that will challenge you to live out your faith by
serving others, sharing your faith, and worshiping God.
DAILY DEVOTIONS. Each week on the “Daily Devotions” pages,
we provide Scriptures to read and reflect on between sessions. This
provides you with a chance to slow down, read just a small portion
of Scripture each day, and reflect and pray through what you have
read. You’ll then have a chance to journal your response to what
you’ve read. Use this section to seek God on your own throughout
the week. This time at home should begin and end with prayer.
Don’t get in a hurry; take enough time to hear God’s direction.
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SESSION ONE

FOR
JESUS
LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.
(DEUTERONOMY 6:5)
A friend of mine has a life philosophy of “saying yes.”
She decided years ago that when life presents her with
opportunities—to travel someplace far away, to explore a new
kind of work, or to try a new experience—she will say “yes,”
even if it’s scary. Over the years, this attitude has led her to visit
Indonesia and India, to join a community sports league, to move
across the country, and to speak in front of thousands of people.
It even meant she said “yes” to a date with a great guy—and
eventually to his marriage proposal! If she hadn’t said “yes,”
if she hadn’t gone ALL IN in experiencing life, she would have
missed out on some of life’s best moments for her.
During the next six weeks, we’ll be exploring what it means
to go ALL IN in our faith, in our spiritual growth, and in our
commitment to God. This will require ALL of us to follow Jesus
with ALL that we are; and today, we begin by learning more
about what that means. Will you say “yes”?
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SHARE YOUR STORY

Each of us has a story. The events of our life—good,
bad, wonderful or challenging—have shaped who
we are. God knows your story, and He intends to
redeem it—to use your every struggle and your
every joy to ultimately bring you to Himself. When
we share our stories with others, we give them the
opportunity to see God at work.
Sharing our stories also helps us realize we are
not alone—that we have common experiences and
thoughts, and that others can empathize with what
we are experiencing. Your story may encourage
someone else, and telling it can lead to a path
of freedom for you and for those with whom
you share it.
Open your group with prayer. This should be
a brief, simple prayer, where you invite God to
give you insight as you study. You can pray for
specific requests at the end of the meeting, or stop
momentarily to pray if a particular situation arises
during your discussion.
Before you start this first meeting, be sure to obtain
contact information from every participant. Take
time to pass around a copy of the “Small Group
Roster” on page 82, a sheet of paper, or one of
you pass your Study Guide, opened to the roster.
Ask someone to make copies or type up a list with
everyone’s information and email it to the group
during the week.
Then, begin your time together by using the
following questions and activities to start the
conversation.
What brought you here? What do you hope to
get out of this group experience?
What’s the biggest risk you’ve ever taken? How
did taking that risk change your life?
What is one of your dreams for the future? What
will it take to get there?
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